


HEAVEN AND THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


THs wonderful work of art was obtained in Italy and pre- 
sented to the EAsT INDIA MARtNE SOCIETY, Salem, Mass.. 
by the Hon. Elias Haskett Derby. It was executed by : 
monk (it is supposed) in the 14th century. 

The upper hemisphere represents Heayen and contains 
fifty-eight figures In the midst of five circles of angles is : 
figure intended to represent the Deity, with an Imperial 
Crown surmounted by a cross; his right hand raised, and in 
his left is a Globe decorated with a cross, symbolical of 
universal sway. The Virgin mother (just below the Deity) 

is seated upon a starry throne supported by angels. In front 
of the Virgin, stands the spose Peter, mi two poset 





1 Ernie Euaceh). Neue at his: feet. His right hand is 
~ faid.upon the head of one; in his left is the Bs ta emblem, 
the Key of Heaven. 


= on inser ODE is upon the edge, of which a follow- 


oe; 6 city of the Lord there sounds continually the « 
2 ie of the saints: there is cinnamon and balsam, a most 
Sweet odor; celebrate thei.” 

The lower hemisphere represents, HELL. It contains 52 
-tigures. The Savior is here seen in the character of the 
judge of mankind, with rays of light descending upon him. 
Four angels in front support the symbols of his passion—the 
pillar, cross, spear, and sponge; while two others behind 
him, and two near the circumference are sounding his praise. 
On the right are the virgin and four females and on the left, 
the same number of males, all kneeling in adoration. In the 
foreground the flames of purgatory envelop the damned, 
while in the distance are numerous figures and among them. 
crowned heads and Bishops are rising from their graves. 
The serpent is just within the gates, and a dog, which is - 
probably intended for Cerberus, guards the entrance of this 
dread abode. . Grim-visaged demons are busily dragging — 
their victims to the region of torment. 

The following inscription is round the margin : 

“Rise ye dead, come to. judgment; come ye blessed and — 


< 


depart ye cursed.” Ce 


6 


* 


Photographed at Proctor’s ART STUDIO. ‘ 
208 EssEx STREET, SALEM, MAss. 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF AN 


ANCIENT CARVED BOX, 
IN THE MUSEUM 


OF TILE 


Gast-Jndia Wlarine Society, 
IN SALEM. 


Grows 


PROM HUTCHINSON’S PRINTING ESTABLISIIMENT, 
Directly Opposite Essex House. 
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DESCRIPTION, &C. 


Sanem, Massacnuserrs, Apri 20, 1819. 


SIR — pathoee ates 


-Havine made known to the gentlemen of the Hast-India Marine 


eg ee of this town, your wishes in. respect to the extraordinary 


&  eiobulis Box in ini collection of curiosities, and obtained their per- 


mission to have a drawing made of it by you, I shallow, agreeably 
to your request, endeavor to give some account of 16. 


This wonderful work of art was presented to the Society by the 
Hon. Enias Hasxsnt Dury, formerly of this town; a gentleman 
whose liberality has contributed in numerous other instances to the 
gratification of his countrymen, as well as to the encouragement of 
the arts. He informs me that it was given to him some years ago by 
a gentleman from Westphalia, who was then travelling in this country, 
and who assured him that he obtained it in Italy, and that it was ex- 
ecuted as early as the 14th century; but of its age, it may not be 
easy to forman opinion. Mr. Derby adds, that the donor conjectured 
it to be the production of a monk ; and there can be little doubt that 
we owe to the patient industry and piety of some inmate of a convent, 
a work which must probably have been the labor of years, and which 
challenges the admiration of all who behoid it. 


The Grosse itself, which is of boxwood, and ina small degree elon- 
gated at the poles, is two inches and one sixteenth of an inch in diam- 
eter, measuring from outside to outside, and one inch and nine six- 
teenths diameter on the inside ; so that the box (or shell as it may be 
called) is about one fourth of an inch thick. It is nearly equally 
divided into two hemispheres, which are connected by a hinge, wrought 
in the wood itself, and held together by a wire; and opposite to the 
present hinge there was originally in each half the corresponding 


parts of another hinge, so that each hinge might be used eithér as a 
hinge or clasp at pleasure. The exterior surface of each hemisphere 
is very delicately carved in open work, somewhat resembling the fret- 
work of the vaulted ceilings in Gothic buildings. Round the middle 
of the globe, there is a narrow projecting band, (an equatorial line if 
you please,) on each side of which is an inscription. That round 
the superior hemisphere is as follows :-— 


The Inscription, with abbreviations. 
“ Judex sapiens judicalit pplm. suu. et principatus sensati terri- 
bilis ervt.”’ 
The same, with the words at length. 
“ Judex sapiens judicabit, populum suum et principatus sensati, 
terribilis erit.’’ * 
Trans/ation. 


The wise judge will judge his people, and the government of him 
who hath understanding will cause fear. 


And upon the inferior hemisphere, which represents the Resur- 
rection and Day of Judgment, is inscribed— 


The Inscription, with abbreviations. 
‘« Secudu. judice ppli. sic et ministri ejus et qualis rector est ctvi- 
tatis tales inhabitant.” 
The same, with the words at length. 
‘‘Secundum judicem populi sic et ministri ejus et qualis rector est 
civitatis tales inhabitantes.’’ . 
Translation. 


According as the judge of the people, so are his ministers ; and as 
the ruler of a city, so are the inhabitants. . 





*It was only by the help of a magnifying glass, and after a minute examination 
that my brother, to whom I owe the elucidation of the inscriptions, has been able 
to unravel them. They are in the old Gothic character, and consist chiefly of Latin 
sentences from the Bible; and a few of the words are so abbreviated as to render an 
explanation very difficult. 
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So much for the outside. But how shall I find words to describe 
the wonders which disclose themselves upon opening the globe? Let 
us for a moment fix our eyes upon the upper hemisphere. This is 
the empyreen—the beatific region. 


In the midst of five concentric circles of angels, but a little raised 
above the centre, is a figure intended to represent the Deity, from 
whom emanate numerous rays of light. He is in a sitting posture, 
but apparently not resting upon any support. On his head is an im- 
perial crown surmounted by a cross. His right hand is majestically 
elevated ; and in his left he holds a globe (also decorated with a 
cross) symbolical of universal sway. 


Immediately below the figure of the Deity, is the Virgin Mother, 
seated upon a starry throne, supported by angels: she is crowned, 
and in the act of adoration. 


In front of the Virgin, and in a very conspicuous situation, stands 
the apostle Peter. At his feet are two youthful figures (probably 
the acolythi, or inferior priests in the Romish church) in a kneeling 
posture. The right hand of the apostle is laid upon the head of one 
of them ; and in his left is his usual emblem, the key of heaven. 
The t2ara, ornamented with a cross, encircles his head. 


Between the Virgin and St. Peter, and facing the former, is seen 
a figure kneeling ; and on each side are several saints and angels, all 
Ikewise kneeling. 


The angels in the outer circle (of the five above mentioned, or that 
nearest the circumference) have musical instruments in their hands, 
among which may be distinguished, a guitar, violin, and some wind 
instruments. The hands of the rest are merely raised. All are in 
devotional attitudes, and appear to be singing the praises of their 
Creator. 


In this compartment there are fifty-eight full length or whole figures. 
Upon the edge of this hemisphere is inscribed— 


The Inscription, with abbreviations. 


“In civitate dni. thi sona jugiter organa sanctor. ivi cynamomu. 
et balsamu, odor suavissim. cantica eos.”’ 


4) 
The same, with the words at length. 


‘Tn civitate domini ibi sona [mt]* jugiter organa sanctoram ibi 
cynamomum et balsamum [et]* odor suavissimus cantica eos.”’ 


Translation, - 


In the city of the Lord, there sound continually the organs of the 
saints ; there is cinnamon and balsam, a most sweet odor: celebrate 
them, 


Having thus attempted to describe the wonders of the celestial re- 
gions, I will now give some account of the other hemisphere. 


The Saviour of the world, firmly seated upon an extended arch, 
representing the vault of heaven, is here seen in the character of the 
judge of mankind. <A stream of light descends upon him from above,” 
and a glory encircles his head. The action of his hands indicates the 
awful duty he is fulfillme. tour angels in front, and contiguous to 
him, support the,symbols of his passion—the pillar, the cross, the 
spear, and the sponge: while two others behind him, and two near the 
circumference, are sounding his praises upon instruments of music. 
These are all the winged figures in the lower hemisphere. * 


On the right of the Redeemer are five female figures kneeling in 
adoration ; the most prominent of these inthe Virgin, whois erowned 
as before. The same number of male fiyures (one of them crowned) 
are observed kneeling and occupying a corresponding place on the 


left hand. 


The inferior portion of this hemisphere presents indeed a most ap- 
palling scene. Here we behold the resurrection of the dead, and the 
punishments of the wicked and the terrific images of Dante are here 
embodied. 


In the distance numerous figures, and among them crowned heads 
and bishops, are perceived rising from their graves—while, in the 
foreground, the flames of purgatory enveloped the damned, and the 
gates of hell are yawning for the reception of the victims. Death 
and Sin (the latter typified by the serpent) are placed just within the 
gates, and (by an incongruity not uncommon) a Dog, which is prob- 





*In the place where this part of the inscription comes, a small fragmentof the 
original,wood haszbeen destroyed and the space filled up with new wood: the 
sense appears to requise the supplying of the words in brackets. 
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ably intended for Cerberus, guards the entrance of the dread abode ; 
and grim-visaged demons are seen eyery where busily employed in 
drageing the impenitent to their places of torment. Some unhappy 
beings are already in the flames—while others are hurried along by 
their remorseless conductors, to be cast into the region of despair. 
The forked tongue of one of the demons has transfixed the body of 
a youthful victim ; while another is observed seizing one of the con- 
demned by the hair of his head, the flesh of which, notwithstanding 
the extreme minuteness of the figure, actually seems to be in.a state 
of tension. All here is, indeed, equally terrific, aud all equally well 
imagined. | 


There are, in this compartment, twenty-eight whole figures, nine- 
teen halflength figures, and five heads—in the whole, fifty-two. 
And all this within a hemisphere of one inch and a half in diameter ! 

The inseription upon the edge of this hemisphere is as follows : 


The Inscriptron, with abbreviations. 


“Surgite vos mortrut,* venite ad judiciu. Denite vos bndte, et ite 
vos maledti.”’ 


The same, with the words at length, 


 Surgite vos mortui venite ad judicium—vVenite vos benedicti, et 
ite vos maledicti.” 


Lranslation. 
itise ye dead, come to judgment—come ye blessed and depart ye 
cursed. 


I must not omit to mention that there is a Case of black leather, 
fitted to contain the globe. It is perfectly hard (whether indurated 
by age or not I cannot determine) and is lined with thick purple sat- 
in, (which, however, may not have been put in originally) and beau- 
tifully wrought or engraved upon the outside in the manner of en- 
graying on silver. ‘There is also round the case a Latin inscription, 
taken from the Psalms, cut in large Gothic characters— 


‘‘ Laudate Dominum omnes gentes laudate eum.”’ 


Ct ear eaiatean heer eR Leg 1 og eR YS 
*Thus written in the original. 


wholes’ The globe itself is, as I have already obser 

























‘T shall only. add a: sey anid in ‘respect to er vu 


two hemispheres. These are not made, as at first 
be, of one piece of wood, but each of spn consists of twe 
ses, the outside, or fret-work above mentioned, that serves. 

cle into which the inner shell, asit may be termed, (which holds 
ures) is laid. They are, however, firmly and almost impe 
connected together by a glutinous composition. The inside s 
fer from the outer ones in two respects: the exterior shell, w 
“the box is closed, forms a spheroid ; while the cnterior is a perfe a 
sphere. The outer shells are also entire pieces, while the inner ones. 
appear not to be each of one piece. The figures, nevertheless, (ex: 
cept in a few instances) are cut from the solid, not formed first, and 
afterwards attached to the shell. of he heal 


When examined with a magnifying glass, there appears, in every?” 
figure, a most extraordmary degree of expression. ‘This is the more 
surprising, as there are only two or three heads in the whole oosngreae 
tion which exceed an eighth of an inch in length, (and these are heads, 
of monsters, ) and far the greatest proportion of them fall much shor 
of that size. The attitudes in general are dignified and appropriate 
‘and the draperies ample, and as devoid of stiffness, as the extre 
minuteness of the folds, and the nature of the material, would. admit. 
L know not with what instruments all this could have been effected ; 
but it is manifest that they must have been as delicately formed, as 
the hand that managed them was adroit. Gt Re 


Tam, Xe. 


Mr. Joun R. Peynman, Boston. 


